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CYNICS SAY that no good deed goes unpunished.
Action sports fans may soon want to join that cherus
if one of the most widely anticipated matchups of the
2007 Winter X Games doesn't materialize,

The good deed in question is the decade of pub that
X Games organizers have given to boardercross, which
was added to the Olympics in 2006. The punishment?
A 50-50 chance that Switzerland’s Tanja Frieden, 30,
won't compete against Lindsey Jacobellis in Aspen this
year. Frieden, you may want to file away for some fu-
ture Stump the Schwak appearance, is the rider who
took gold when Jacobellis famously crash-landed a
method air just yards from the finish in Torino.

But rather than wait for Winter X, where she's com-
peted five of the past six years, Frieden decided to speed
up the rematch—on her terms, on her soil. The two
squared off at the World Snowboarding Championships
in Arosa, Switzerland, Jan. 14. Jacobellis cruised to her
second-straight title, Frieden took seventh. Now,
Olympics-inspired sponsors and fans want her to spend
more time racing on Swiss snow. That means possibly
skipping X for a World Cup race the same weekend.
Which is too bad, because the script under development
could have been a blockbuster: a race, on the sport’s
biggest stage, between the cocky upstart who blew a
chance at Olympics glory and the canny journeywoman
who caught gold when it was dropped in her lap.

Not that Frieden is embarrassed to have won what is
by far the biggest prize she’s collected in 10 years on
the boardercross circuit. She knows from experience
that boardercross wins often go to those who have
the patience to exploit mistakes by others. With four
riders gunning down a narrow, twisting, 700-meter
course at the Olympics, accidents are almost unavoid-
able. In the final in Torino, Jacobellis bolted to the early
lead while Frieden was caught behind, with one rider
falling after a botched jump and another careering
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through the netting that lined the course. Watching
Jacobellis flying down the course, Frieden didn't have to
remind herself that anything can happen.

Three years earlier, at the 2003 X, Frieden led
Jacobellis going into the final stretch. But as the Swiss
rider coasted toward the line, Jacobellis, then 17,
dropped into an aggressive racer’s tuck and picked up
enough speed to win by inches. Reversing the order at
the Olympics eased that sting. “My gold was a kind of
revenge,” she says. “Like karma. I always told myself
that life is always striking back, that someday things
will be on the good side for me.”

Frieden had been snowboarding for 17 years, with a
handful of top-five finishes on the World Cup circuit.
But nothing prepared her for the glory crush that
followed Torino. Although Swiss athletes won 14 medals,
including five gold, Frieden received most of the atten-
tion. She dined with Swiss consuls, gave indoor snow-
boarding lessons in Dubai and rode over a waterfall with
Swiss extreme kayaker Simon Hirter. She’s also negotiat-
ing deals with potential new sponsors and was voted
Swiss female athlete of the year—aover Martina Hingis—
putting her in the company of tennis god Roger Federer.
“That’s sick!" says Frieden, who in addition to debating
whether to drop in on Aspen is prepping for the rest of
the *07 World Cup season. ANl this while still adjusting
to her newfound celebrity. “Its a big deal, because the
Swiss never go crazy for sports as they do in the States,”
she says. “Now everywhere I go, people know who T am.”

At least in her home country, which matters to
Frieden. A substitute teacher in subjects ranging from
biology to music, Frieden feels she has an important
lesson to impart to young Swiss. “I want to tell people
not to wait and see where life takes them,” she says.
“They have to take life”

And be prepared for any opportunity that happens to
fall your way. ®
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